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Old Testament Breakdown 
 

The Pentateuch 
Genesis 
Exodus 
Leviticus 
Numbers 
Deuteronomy 

Records events such as creation, 
man’s fall into sin, the flood, the 
Israelites leaving Egypt, crossing the 
Red Sea, and the giving of the 10 
Commandments. The tabernacle and 
sacrifices are discussed. Key 
characters include Abraham, Isaac, 
Jacob, Joseph and Moses.  

Historical Books 
Joshua 
Judges 
Ruth 
I & II Samuel 
I &II Kings 
I & II Chronicles 
Ezra 
Nehemiah 
Esther 

Years of Israel’s history when the 
Israelite’s faith and obedience to God 
were tested. Begins with Israel 
entering the Promised Land (Canaan), 
to their downfall (their division - 
Judah/Israel, and being taken out of 
their land), and ending with their 
eventual return and the rebuilding of 
Jerusalem. Key characters include 
Joshua, Saul, David, Solomon, Elijah 
and Elisha. 

Poetry 
Job 
Psalms 
Proverbs 
Ecclesiastes 
Song of Solomon 
Lamentations 

Literature written by individuals who 
were experiencing a wide variety of 
circumstances, ranging from extreme 
suffering to great blessing. True 
wisdom, the fear of God, and the 
meaning of life are highlighted. 

Major Prophets 
Isaiah 
Jeremiah 
Ezekiel 
Daniel 

Prophesies about the coming Messiah 
and the future, as well as comfort 
when the Israelites were in captivity. 
Also includes strong warnings urging 
the people to return to obedience to 
God. 

Minor Prophets 
Hosea          Nahum 
Joel              Habakkuk 
Amos           Zephaniah 
Obadiah      Haggia 
Jonah          Zechariah 
Micah          Malachi 

Warnings of God’s judgment if the 
Israelites continued in their rebellion 
against Him. Tells of God’s readiness 
to offer forgiveness and blessing if the 
people would turn back to Him. 
Prophesies about the coming Messiah 
are also included.  


