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Character Study: Hannah
Part 2 — Hannah’s Faithfulness
I Samuel 1:19-2:21

What’s happening?

® The Lord answered Hannah's request and gave her a son. She named
her son Samuel. (1:19-20)

® Hannah waited until the boy was weaned, and then returned with him to
Shiloh. Hannah presented Samuel to Eli the priest in keeping with the
Nazarite vow she had made. (1:21-28)

® Hannah offered a great prayer of praise to God in which she exalted
Him for His goodness. (2:1-10)

® Samuel remained with Eli to minister to the Lord. Hannah returned home
where the Lord blessed her with more children over the next few years.
(2:18-21)

What’s God doing?

> God had opened Hannah’s womb and given her a boy that would one
day be a great leader in Israel.

> Samuel would be raised as a Nazarite (meaning “dedicated” or
“separated” to the Lord). Numbers 6:2-8 gives three requirements that
signified a Nazarite’s purity and separation for the Lord’s work:

1. They could not drink wine or grape juice in any form.

2. They could not cut their hair.

3. They could not touch a corpse.

What’s to learn?

—> Hannah kept her vow by dedicating Samuel to the Lord. Hannah put
actions to her words and thereby gave evidence of her true love for the
Lord. Do you merely talk like a Christian, or does your faith produce godly
actions that display a genuine heart for God?

—> Hannah expressed her thankfulness and gratitude to God in a heart-felt
prayer. Do you recognize blessings as gifts from God? Do you take time to
express your thankfulness to God when He does good things for you? What
things can you thank the Lord for today?
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